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Eighteen months ago, Aleut Kate Shugak quit her job investigating sex crimes for the Anchorage

DA's office and retreated to her father's homestead in a national park in the interior of Alaska. But

the world has a way of beating a path to her door, however remote. In the middle of one of the

bitterest Decembers in recent memory ex-boss - and ex-lover - Jack Morgan shows up with an FBI

agent in tow. A Park ranger with powerful relatives is missing, and now the investigator Jack sent in

to look for him is missing, too.Reluctantly, Kate, along with Mutt, her half-wolf, half-husky sidekick,

leaves her wilderness refuge to follow a frozen trail through the Park, twenty thousand square miles

of mountain and tundra sparsely populated with hunters, fishermen, trappers, mushers, pilots and

homesteaders. Her formidable grandmother and Native chief, Ekaterina Shugak, is - for reasons of

her own - against Kate's investigation; her cousin, Martin, may be Kate's prime suspect; and the

local trooper, Jim Chopin, is more interested in Kate than in her investigation. In the end, the

sanctuary she sought after five and a half years in the urban jungles may prove more lethal than

anything she left behind in the city streets of Anchorage.
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Aleut detective Kate Shugak, formerly a gifted investigator for the Anchorage D.A.'s office, moved

back to Alaska's far north country after a horrible child abuse case left her scarred physically and

emotionally. She now resides on a 160-acre homestead with her half-wolf, half-husky, half-breed

canine, Mutt, and makes her living as a private investigator. "A Cold Day for Murder," Dana



Stabenow's debut mystery in this wonderful series featuring PI Shugak won an Edgar award in

1993.A national park ranger has gone missing in the Alaskan boondocks in the middle of winter,

which signifies almost certain death from exposure. It has been more than six weeks since anyone

heard from him. The young man's father, a US Congressman, demands that every effort be made to

find his son. When the FBI agent assigned to search for the ranger goes missing, Kate Shugak, a

native of the area where the two men were last seen, and an expert in Arctic wilderness survival

skills, is asked to take the case, she accepts although their trail is now colder than the

weather.Dana Stabenow's Kate Shugak novels are consistently good to excellent, and this first one

is a real favorite of mine. The author delves into Kate's background, presents some of her family

members, spins a thrilling mystery, and touches on the political issues of environmental protection

and loss of native cultures that Ms. Shugak holds dear. She also explores the relationship between

Jack Morgan, Kate's former boss and lover, and our sleuth heroine.One of the reasons I enjoyed

this book so much, and many others in the series, is their Arctic setting and the details of native life

and culture. The author's descriptions of the region's physical geography are wonderful.
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